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ABSTRACT

Javanese language is geographically spoken in wide areas; however, it seems
that its speakers began to give up using it. This can be seen that the quality of its
usage among the young Javanese is deteriorated. This phenomenon mainly hap-
pens in the urban areas where the young Javanese tend to use Indonesian language
rather than Javanese language. They think that Javanese language is complicated
requiring its speakers some regulations and etiquettes, thus they tend to use Indo-
nesian language that is considered as neutral and easy. If this language attitude
occurs for a long period of time, the Javanese language will be abandoned by its
speakers or die. The research sample is taken by restricted random sampling tech-
nique. They are 244 children and teenagers (between 5 to15 year old ) living in
some housings in Kalasan regency. They are chosen from the genuine Javanese
family whose parents and grand parents are Javanese in nature. The research data
is all information about language choice of Javanese and Indonesian language
done by the subjects of the study in the domain of their houses, schools, and public
places spoken to parents, teachers, schoolmates, friends at home, neighbors, aunts
and uncles, guest or visitors, grand-mothers and fathers, and strangers. The data
is taken by survey questionnaire. Based on the field data, most of the subjects
choose Indonesian language when they communicate with parents, teachers, school-
mates, friends at home, neighbors, aunts and uncles, guest or visitors, grand-mothers
and fathers, and strangers. Most of them speak in Low level Javanese (ngoko) to
parents, schoolmates, friends at home, neighbors, aunts and uncles, grand-mothers
and fathers. They rarely use Middle level Javanese (madya) and High level Javanese
(krama).

Key Words: Javanese language, Low level Javanese (ngoko), Middle level Javanese
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1. Background Sulawes, Irian Jaya, Maluku, and other re-

The Javanese language embraceswide gionsinindonesa. Itisaso spokentoalesser
areasof speech communitiesinindonesiaand ~ extent by Javanese emigrant communitiesin
abroad. Itisspoken mainly inJava, insouth  Singapore, Surinam and New Caledonia
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(Grimes, 1988: 504).

Javaneselanguageiswidely spokenin
Indonesia, however it seemsthat thislanguage
beginsto be abandoned by its speakers, es-
pecidly by young generation of Javanese. They
tend to consider that Javaneselanguageisdif-
ficulttolearn, asithasmany complicatedrules.
Therefore, they arefond of conversinginin-
donesian language whichisconsidered easy
to useand very democratic. Thusinusing In-
donesianlanguage, they do not need to apply
honorific languagethat isawaysappliedin
Javaneselanguage.

Javaneselanguageistaught in elemen-
tary schoolsand junior high schoolsin some
citiesin Javaldand, however, itisnot acom-
pul sory subject. Most schoolsteach thislan-
guage asalocal content subject. It means
that thislanguage haslimited timeall otment
for itsteaching. If thislanguage attitude goes
onfor the next few years, the Javaneselan-
guagewill gradually die or abandoned by its
speakers.

Thelanguage phenomenadescribed pre-
viously could not be avoided, because the
choiceof using Indonesian languagein daily
activitiesgives much easinessand advanta-
geousfor young Javanese. Indonesianlanguage
has enabled them to communi cate nationally
inthiseraanditisalmost appliedinal aspects
of activitiesof today’s Javanese generation. It
has dominated aspects of life of the Indone-
sian peoplein general and Javanese society
specifically. Thiscan beproventhat itisuti-
lizedinthefieldsof education, social and cul-
ture, telecommunication, politics, economy,
law, and others. By studying thisfact, thereis
areasonable argument that if Javanese chil-
dren can master Indonesian language early,
they will be easy to study at school, to com-
municatewith other children of different ethnic
language backgrounds, easy to enjoy TV
shows or programs and read or understand
booksand many others.

Theaboveissuerelatestowhat iscalled

15

asalanguagechoiceinducingtothefirstindi-
cation of language shift of the Javaneselan-
guageinto Indonesian language. Itisinaccor-
dancewithwhat Trudgill (2002: 138) stated
that inthe processof language shift, thenative
speakers of alanguagewill shift to use other
languagesthrough anintermediateprocesscaled
bilingualismin order to adopt thoselanguages
gradudly. Thelanguageshift doneby thespesk-
ers has some reasons and the process of the
shiftwill kill the previouslanguage steedily. If
thegpeskerschangeor shift their language com-
pletely tothenew language, inthiscase, thenew
language haskilled their previouslanguagein
whichitsactionisknown aslanguage murder.
Sanskrit language was once used in Javaand
isdead today. Thislanguageisonly foundinold
literaturesor writingsinlibraries. Thedesath of
languagesa so happensin someaother countries
such asthedesth of Cornish, Dalmatian, Livo-
nianand Manx. Therearea so somelanguages
that are dying, such as German language in
French, Danishand Itdlianlanguagein French,
andLatinlanguagesinAlbania

Languageshift and language maintenance
are language phenomena studied under
Sociolinguistics. Language shiftisalanguage
phenomenon inwhich language usersgradu-
ally turn to use another language because of
some reasons. According to Holmes (1992:
57), therearesomeinfluencing factorslanguage
shift suchasimmigration, politics, and social
changes. Fasold (1994: 215-218) also stated
that factors contributing to language shift are
migration, industrialization, obligationtousea
certain language at schoolsand thelanguage
policy of agovernment.

Language shift or language maintenance
istheresult of long term language choice. Itis
asign of the beginning process of abandoning
alanguage, if anindividual and society begin
to chooselanguage other than their previous
language (or mother tongue) (Fasold, 1994:
213). Furthermore, Fasold stated that language
shiftisnot influenced by age groups, though
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language shiftitsaf caninfluence next genera-
tion of acertainlanguage speakers. However,
thislanguage phenomenonislanguageattitude
of thoselanguage speakers. The condition that
enableslanguage speskersto shift languageis
bilingualism. For this, Fishman (1972: 111)
stated that |anguage shift phenomenaare not
theresult of other |language' sinterferences, but
areaffected by thedegreeof bilinguaism.

Accordingto Trudgill (2002: 138) lan-
guage shift and language murder can abolish
languagesin certain areas. Some of thefac-
torssuch asgiving ahigher statusto acertain
languagefor thereasons of economic, socid,
andreligiouscontributing tokilling somedia-
lects. For example, thegppointing of Tahiti dia-
lect for higher statusin politic and culturein
Polynesiacaused thedeath of Tuamotuandia-
lect whichwasprevioudy theoriginlanguage
of Tuamatu (Muhlhouder, 1987).

Although language shift and maintenance
areoldissues, they are till interesting to be
investigated. Thisresearchisalittleattempt to
illustrate how far Javanese native speakersin
Kalasan sub district maintain their Javanese
language asreflected by thelanguage choice
conducted by children and teenagersintheir
daily communication. Thisstudy isinspirited
by the previousresearches. language shift and
maintenance conducted by Garner (1985) to
the Swedish and Russian immigrants in
Melbourne and the research conducted by
Wijayanto (2001) about |anguage choiceused
by fifteen-year-old girl of Javanese descen-
dant living in South Borneo.

2. Research Method

Thisstudy appliesdescriptivequalitetive
approach. The problem of theresearchisli-
mited to thelanguage choice done by Javanese
teenagersliving at Kaasan sub-didrict, inSe-
manregency—-Yogyakarta, Indonesa Thereare
244 children and teenagers (between 5to 15
year old) livinginsomehousingsin Kalasan
whose parents, grandparents, and grest grand-
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parentsare Javaneseorigin. Thesampleswere
taken by applying restricted random sampling
technique.

Thedataare gathered through survey by
applying participatant observation and hel ped
by survey questionnaire (Mahsun, 2005: 223).
Thesurvey questionnaireisclosed-typeques-
tionnaire. They are to be completed by the
subjectsof the study themselves (for teenag-
ers) and hel ped by their parents (for children).
Thedataany information about |languagechoice
and usage used by the samples of the study
withtheir parents, teachers, friends, neighbors,
visiting guests, aunts, uncles, grand-fathers,
grand-mothers, and strangersin thedomains
of familis, schools, and public places. Thedata
obtained fromthesurvey isanayzed by quan-
titative analysis suggested by Mahsun (2005:
248-249) and Fishman (1972).

3. The Findings

Most of the subjects or samples of the
Study speek inIndonesianlanguagewhenthey
communicate with their parents, teachers,
friends, neighbors, visting guests, aunts, uncles,
grand-fathers, grand-mothers, and strangersat
thedomainsof their homes, schoals, and other
public places. Their language choiceisde-
scribedinthefollowing paragraphs.

3.1 At Home and Neighborhood

When they are in the domain of their
house, most of them use Indonesian language
whenthey communicatewithther parents. Out
of 244 samples, there are 176 persons
(72,13%) who use Indonesian language, there
are5 persons(2,05%) who apply Indonesian
language and low level Javanese language
(ngoko) by turns, thereis 1 person (0,41%)
who spesksinIndonesianlanguageand middle
level Javanese L anguage (madya) by turns,
thereis 1 person (0,41%) who speaksin In-
donesian language and high level Javanese
Language (krama) by turns, thereare 47 per-
sons(19,26%) who apply low level Javanese
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language (ngoko)), there are 8 persons
(3,28%) who speak inmiddlelevel Javanese
Language (madya), and only 6 (2,46%) per-
sons who can speak High level Javanese
(krama). When the percentages of their lan-
guage choiceare comparedinraw, 72.13 %
of the children and teenagers apply Indone-
Sanlanguageand only 27.87% of them apply
Javaneselanguage.

When teachers happened to visit the
houses of the subjects of the study, they tend
to communicatein Indonesianlanguage. Itis
based on the datathat there are 224 persons
(91,80%) who spesk in Indonesian language,
9 persons(3,69%) speak inlow level Javanese
(ngoko), 3 persons (1,23%) speak in middle
level Javanese (madya), and 5 persons
(2,05%) spesk inhighlevel Javanese (krama),
1 person spesksbothinlow level of Javanese
(ngoko) and Indonesian language by turns.

Indonesianlanguageisalsowidely used
whenthey areplayingintheneighborhoodwith
their friendswho are Javanese descendantsin
nature. Thereare 142 persons (58,19%) who
speak in Indonesian language, 89 persons
(36,48%) speak in Low level Javanese
(ngoko), 13 persons (5,33%) speak in Low
level Javanese (ngoko) and Indonesian lan-
guageby turns.

Asthey communicatewiththeir neghbors
(Javanese and adult) in their neighborhood,
most of them speak in Indonesian language,
that is 190 persons (77,87%) speak in Indo-
nesian language, 34 persons (13,93%) speak
in Low level Javanese (ngoko), 7 persons
(2,87%) speak in Middle level Javanese
(madya), and 10 persons (4,10%) speak in
Highlevd Javanese (krama), 2 persons(0,82)
speak inLow level Javanese (ngoko) and In-
donesianlanguage by turns.

They mostly speak in Indonesian lan-
guagewhenthey talk withtheir classmateswho
visitthesubjects houses. Thereare 175 per-
sons(71,72%) who speak inIndonesian lan-
guage, 57 persons (23,36%) speak in Low
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level Javanese (ngoko), 2 persons (0,82%)
speak inMiddlelevel Javanese (madya), and
3 persons (1,23%) speak in High level
Javanese (krama), 6 persons (2,46%) speak
inLow level Javanese (ngoko) dan Indone-
Sanlanguageby turns.

Whenthey talk with their parents guests
(adult, Javanese not neighbor) most of the chil-
dren speak in Indonesian language, namely,
there are 218 persons (89,34%) who speak
inIndonesian language, 13 persons (5,33%)
speak inLow level Javanese (ngoko), 1 per-
son (0,41%) speaksinmiddlelevel Javanese
(madya), 10 persons(4,10%) speak in High
level Javanese (krama), 1 person (0,41%)
speaksin High level Javanese (krama) and
Indonesian language by turns, and 1 person
(0,41%) spesk in other language.

3.2 At Public Domain
3.2.1 Schools

When the subjects are at their school
environment with their parents, they commu-
nicatein Indonesian languagemostly. Thiscan
be indicated that there are 217 persons
(88,93%) who speak in Indonesian language
tother parents. Thereare 17 persons(6,97%)
who speak in low level Javanese (ngoko),
There are 4 persons (1,64%) who speak in
middlelevel Javanese (madya), and thereare
3 persons(1,23%) who speak in high level of
Javanese (krama).

Most of the subjects of the study com-
municatein Indonesian language. Thereason
isclear that they areinformal setting, there-
forethey haveto useformal languagethatis
Indonesian language. Thereare 236 students
(97,72%) speak inIndonesian language with
their teachers, 4 students (1,64%) speak in
Low level Javanese (ngoko), 2 students
(0,82%) speak in High level Javanese
(krama).

3.2.2 Other Public Places
Based onthe dataof language useinthe
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domain of public placeswith the participants
of their parents, most of the children and teen-
agersspeak inIndonesian language. Thisisin-
dicated by 206 persons (84,42%) who speak
in Indonesian language to their parents. As
many as 25 persons(10,25%) liketo speak in
low level (ngoko). There are 6 persons
(2,46%) who spesk inmiddlelevel Javanese
(madya). Thereareonly 3 persons(1,23%)
who speak in highlevel Javanese(krama), and
the other 3 persons(1,23%) who spesk inboth
Indonesianlanguage and Low level Javanese
(ngoko) by turns.

With the participants of their teachers,
they mostly speak in Indonesian language at
public places. There are 234 students
(95,90%) who speak in Indonesian language,
1 student (0,41%) speaks in Low level
Javanese (ngoko), 1 person (0,41%) speaks
inMiddlelevel Javanese (madya), and 6 per-
sons (2,46%) speak in High level Javanese
(krama).

They sometimesmeet their friendsin pub-
lic places, like hospital, supermarket and the
like. Most of them communicatein Indonesian
language. There are 159 persons (65,16%)
who speak in Indonesian language, 78 per-
sons (31,97%) speak in Low level Javanese
(ngoko), 1 person (0,41%) speaksin middle
level Javanese (madya), and 6 persons
(2,46%) speak in Low level Javanese (ngoko)
and Indonesian languageby turns.

They mostly speak in Indonesian lan-
guagewhen they meet their neighbor inpublic
places, that is 199 persons(81,56%) speak in
Indonesian language, 27 persons (11,06%)
speak inLow level Javanese (ngoko), 7 per-
sons(2,87%) speak inMiddlelevel Javanese
(madya), and 9 persons (3,69%) speak in
Highleve Javanese (krama), 2 persons(0,82)
who speak in Low level Javanese (ngoko) and
Indonesian language by turns.

Communicatingwiththar auntsandundes
inthe subject’shouses, and public places, is
mostly donein Indonesian language. Thisis
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based on the datathat there are 192 persons
(78,69%) who speak in Indonesian language,
30 persons (12,29%) speak in Low level
Javanese (ngoko), 5 persons (2,05%) speak
inMiddlelevel Javanese(madya), 10 persons
(4,10%) speak in High level Javanese
(krama), 3 persons (1,23%) speak in Low
level Javanese (ngoko) dan Indonesian lan-
guage by turns. 1 person (0,41%) speaksin
Highlevel Javanese (krama) dan Indonesian
language by turns, dan 3 persons (1,23 %)
speak in other languages.

Althoughtheir grand-fathersand grand-
mothersare Javanesein origin, however, the
subjectsof thestudy rarely apply Javaneselan-
guagewhen they do communicationwiththem.
Out of 244 persons, there are 178 persons
(72,95%) who speak in Indonesian language
withther grand-fathersand grand-mothers, 37
persons (15,16%) speak in Low level
Javanese (ngoko), 4 persons (1,64%) speak
inMiddlelevel Javanese(madya), 17 persons
(6,97%) speak in High level Javanese
(krama), 5 persons (2,05%) speak in Low
level Javanese (ngoko) and Indonesian lan-
guage by turns, 1 person (0,41%) speaksin
Middlelevel Javanese (madya) dan Indone-
Sanlanguageby turns.

Communicating with strangersismostly
donein Indonesianlanguagethat isout of 244
persons, there are 240 persons (98,36%)
speak in Indonesian language, 2 persons
(0,82%) spesk in Low level Javanese (ngoko),
1 person (0,41%) speak in Middle level
Javanese (madya), 1 person (0,41%) speaks
inHighleve Javanese (krama).

4. Conclusion

Based onthedata, itisrevealed that most
of the subjects of the study speak in Indone-
danlanguagewhenthey communicatewithther
parents, teachers, friends, neighbors, guests,
grand-fathers and grand-mothers, auntsand
uncles, and strangers. They apply Indonesian
language as much as82%intheir total com-
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munication. They only converseinJavanese  as much as 1,5%, High level Javanese
languageasmuch as 17,4%. Whenthislater  (krama) is applied as much as 2, 9 %, and
number iselaborated, the usage of Javanese  0,6% isthe combination of gpplying Javanese
language can be described as: Low level  language, Indonesian languageand other lan-
Javanese (ngoko) is applied asmuch as 13  guagesby turns.

%, Middlelevel Javanese (madya) isapplied
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