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ABSTRACT

Identifying learner needs is essential in English course design. Needs Analysis
or Needs Assessment refers to an array of procedures for identifying and validating
the learner needs and establishing priorities among them. Learner needs can b
categorized into learning needs and target needs. Target needs comprise necessi-
ties, lacks , and wants. Course designer uses a number of ways such as question-
naire, interview, observation, and the like to collect information about learner needs.
Needs Analysis has two categorizes of purposes; first, it is related to course design
or curriculum development, and second, it is concerned with language teaching.
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1. Introduction
In English teaching-learning process,

learners have different needs and interest. Their
needs and interests are influenced by their edu-
cational, social or economical background, and
their purpose of learning English. Some learn-
ers have their own concern with academic
needs, others have job needs; other group of
learners have needs in learning English for their
occupational requirements and/or vocational
training program. From time to time the learn-
ers’ needs always change and develop as the
development of science and technology.

Together with their attitudes to English
learning, student needs and interests will influ-
ence their motivation in their learning. If they
have motivation in their learning, whether in-
trinsic or extrinsic, integrative or instrumental,
they will be able to learn English effectively and
efficiently. The English course in terms of its
objectives, materials, techniques and media,
and evaluation that is relevant to the learners’

needs and interests is paramount to make the
English teaching –learning process better and
faster.

Identifying the learners’ needs beco-mes
essential in designing English course. In other
words, English course designer should con-
duct needs analysis of the learner. Needs
Analysis (N A) can be carried out before and
after designing English course. Before design-
ing English course, N A can be the starting point
for devising courses, syllabuses, teaching-learn-
ing content, and the kind of teaching-learning
process that takes place (Jordan, 1997: 22).
After designing English course, N A can be
one of the curriculum development processes
in the sense that N A refers to an array of pro-
cedures for identifying and validating needs and
establishing priorities among them (Richards,
1997: 1). In addition, N A is intended to guide
for the renewal of curriculum or to evaluate
the existing curriculum.


