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ABSTRACT

With regard to the teaching of semantics, many semantics teachers find diffi-
culty in deciding what to teach in their semantics classes. They have the opinion
that concepts such as connotative meaning, social meaning, affective meaning,
collocative meaning, thematic meaning, meaning changes of words, synonymy,
antonymy, polysemy, harmonymy, homophony, and homography are the primary
materials of semantics classes. While those concepts are necessary materials of
semantics and are usually taught, teachers of semantics must be well aware that
they are not the primary materials of semantics. They are secondary materials.
This paper describes the main materials of semantics which consist of word mean-

ing, sentence meaning, and utterance meaning.
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1. Introduction

Human language is composed of three
components. phonology, which concerns
sounds, syntax, which concernsgrammatical
structures, and semantics which concerns
meaning. Asthereareonly threelevelsof lan-
guage, andys's, pragmatics, whichisthestudy
of meaningin context or meaning in language
use, or meaning inlanguageinteraction should
beapart of semanticsand included in seman-
tics. Semantics must, accordingly, include
sense, that isword meaning or sentence mean-
ing without relation to theworld outside (se-
mantics) and referencethat isword meaning
or sentence meaning inrelation to theworld
outside (pragmatics). Itisnot quite proper to
view languageashaving four levesof language
analysis: phonology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmetics. Thefollowingisthepictureof the

cognitive meaning, referent, semantic features, predication, sense re-
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,
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componentsof language.

It isnecessary to underscore that semantics
deal swith word meaning, sentence meaning,
and utterance meaning.

2. Word Meaning

Languageisused for communication. In
communicating, speakersor writerscommu-
nicatemeaning tolistenersor readers. Thena-
ture of themeaning of aword isitsreferent.
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Thereferent of aword can be an object, an
event, astate, aprocess, or an action herein
thisworld. For example, thereferent of:

henis . [+animate, + animal, +
biped, + female, + avian |

Ccowis . [+animate, + animal, +
quadruped, + vertebrate, +
mammal, + bovine]

boar is . [+animate, + animal, +
quadruped, + vertebrate, +
mammal, + porcine, + mae]

hotis . [ astateof havingahigh
temperature]

tosewis : [anactionof workingwitha
needleand thread |

drizzlingis : [theprocessof rainingin
small drops]

apartyis : [aneventof thegathering of

persons, by invitation, for
pleasure]

Thereferent of aword consists of con-
trasting festures. The contrasting or contras-
tivefeaturesare called semantic features, se-
mantic e ements, semantic components, or se-
meantic primitives. Thistypeof meaning of word
iscaled theconceptua meaning, or thelogica
meaning, or the denotativemeaning or thecog-
nitive meaning (Luch, 1981: 10-12). Some
other examplesare:
church . [+inanimate]

[+ building]

[ + fur publicworship]

[ +for Christians]
. [+animate]

[ + human]

[ +maeorfemae]

[ +adult]

[ + havingtheduty toeach]
. [+animate]

[ + human]

[+mae]

[ +adult]

[ + aclergyman betweena

deaconand abishop ]

teacher

priest

[ +inChurchof England and
Roman Catholic Church]
. [+animate]
[ + human]
[+ maleor female]
[ +adult]
[ + head of government ]
[ + the power of seeing,
learning, understanding and
knowing]

presdent

intdligence :

Semantic featuresare of two kinds: de-
fining semantic festuresand non-defining se-
manticfeatures. Thedefining semanticfeatures
of achairis: [ +inanimate, + apieceof furni-
ture, + it hasone or morelegs, + it hasasedt,
+ it hasaback ]. The non-defining semantic
featuresare, among others, the size, and the
material itismadeof.

There are, however, words that do not
havered entitiesinthisworld, likedevil, de-
mon, imp, fairy, satan, angel, god, goddess,
goblin, winged horse, and unicorn. Still these
words are considered to have referents or
conceptual meaning. For example:

devilis . [awicked spirit]

impis . [thechildof adevil ]

demonis : [anevil spirit]

faryis . [asmdl imaginary beingwith
supernatural powers, ableto
help or harm human beings]

unicornis  : [ahorse- likeanimal with

onelonghornandalion’s
tail]

Another concept that isimportant about
word meaning is componential analysis
(Kempson, 1977: 18). The concept of com-
ponentid anaysisisthat themeaning of aword
isviewed asagroup or abundle of semantic
components.

In essence, componentia analysisisthe
same as the conceptual meaning of aword,
that aword has defining and non-defining se-
mantic componentsor semantic features. The
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followingexamplesillusraethebundleorgroup  saunter - wdkinalesurely way
of semantic componentsof words: Sagger : walk or moveunsteadily
cat . [+animate] toddle . wakwith short, uncertain
[+anima ] steps asababy does
[ + quadruped ] trudge : wak wearily or heavily
[ + vertebrate] paddle : walk with barefeetinshallow
[+ mamma ] water
[ +fdine] mince : wakwithlight steps, trying to
grl . [+animate] appear delicate or refined
[ +human] sak : wakwithdow, stiff strides
[ +female] limp : waklaméy or unevenly
[+young] dog . walk hard and steadily
teacher . [+animate]
[ + human] and some moreverb words. Each of these
[ +maleor +female] words hasitsown meaning and cannot be
[ +adult] used to replace another word in asentence.
[ + havingtheduty toteach]  Thus, the sentence He waded along the
cemetery : [+inanimate] flooded road cannot bereplaced by He
[ +apieceof land] strolled along the flooded road.
[ +to bury corpses] Another exampleistheverb weep. The
mountan  : [ +inanimate] semanticfied of theverbweep isdividedinto
[ +avery highmoundof land  aclassof mutualy exclusvewordslike:
onearth] weep . cry, lettearsfall fromtheeyes
[ +either activeor dormant] ¢y . weep, shed tears
bawl . cryloudly
The third important concept of word  blubber : weepnoisly
meaning issemantic fields. Theconceptof howl . utter along, loud cry aswhen
semanticfield isthat the semantic field of a inpan
wordisdividedintoaclassor agroup of mu-  yowl . utter along, distressful cry
tudly exclusvewords. For examples; forthe  mew . cry asababy does
wordwalk, thereareaclassof incompatible pule . cry feebly, asababy does
wordsthat divideitssemanticfield, like: sivd . cry from pretended grief,
wak . tomoreforward, sorrow, or fear
by putting eachfoot inturn sob . cry by drawinginthebresth
wade : walk withan effort suchas sharply andirregularly from
through water or mud SOrrow or pain
waddle : walk withdow stepsand a squall . cry loudly because of pain or
sidewaysroll, asaduck does fear
dash . moveforwardviolently wall . cryloudly inashrill voice
grall : wakaquiglyandunhurriedly  whimper @ cry by uttering wesk
linger . towakdowly frightened or complaining
tiptoe : walk or moveontiptoe sounds
hobble : walk aswhenlame, or as
whenthefeet or legsare Thesethree areas of word meaning, con-
impeded ceptual meaning, semantic components, and
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semanticfield arevery important for students
of semanticsto know. They areuniversal, in
the sensethat thethree areas of meaning are
the same everywhere in the world. In addi-
tion, they becomethe basisfor universal com-
muni cation. Semanti csteachersmust not fall
toteachthem. Itisonly after thesethreekinds
of meaning have been taught that other con-
cepts such as connotative meaning, social
meaning, affective meaning, collocativemean-
ing, reflected meaning, thematic meaning, syn-
onymy, antonymy, homonymy, homophony,
homography, etc. may betaught.

3. Sentence Meaning

Accordingto Devitt and Sterenly (1999),
the conceptual meaning of asentenceisstud-
ied through the principle of referent and prin-
cipleof structure. The principleof referent re-
fersto the conceptual meaning of thewords
that are contained in the sentence. The prin-
cipleof structurerefersto the organization of
the words in the sentence according to the
sructurd rules. Theprincipleof structure states
that alarger unit like phrases, clauses, and sen-
tences are composed of smaller constituent
units. The sentence Tom is very tall, conssts
of Tom with areferent of anindividua with
conceptual featuresof [ + animate], [ + hu-
man], [+ mae],[ +adult],[ + potent], [ +
unique] and with afunctional category of is
very tall isthe predicate with is asaword
that shows tense and concord, very as an
adjunct, and tall astheverb that showsastate
of morethan averageheight. Tom is very tall
congstsof threelexical wordswith threeref-
erents. Tom isanindividual with the above
conceptual features, very isan adjunct witha
referent of ‘ of high degree’ andtall asthemain
verb with areferent of ‘ astate of morethan
averageheight’. Theword‘is’ doesnot have
alexical meaning. Itisaword only to show
inflection, tenseand concord. Themeaning of
Tom is very tallisTom is very tall or Tom
IS not short.

Thefollowing exampleillustratesclearly
that the conceptual meaning of asentencede-
pends on the referents and structures of the
words: This is a large garden flower and
Thisis alarge flower garden. Thefocus of
thefirst sentenceisa flower whilethefocusof
the second sentenceisa garden.

A sentenceisbascdly agtructureof predi-
cation. Intermsof semantics, asimple sen-
tence consists of apredicate and oneor more
arguments. The predi cates of sentencesare of
severa kinds. They are;

(1)One-place predicates. These are predi-
cateswith only oneargument. Examples:

My fiend 15 always happy.
Argument Predicate
Ldunct Verb
Her sister iz a teacher.
Aronment Fredicate

The dictionaty is on the table.

Armiment Predicate
Verb
Susan  smiles very often

Predicate
Werb  Adunct

Aroument

It isnecessary to be awarethat, in seman-
tics, prepositions are verbs. Prepositions
asverbsarefollowed by locative nouns.

(2) Two-place predicates. Two-place predi-
catesare predicateswith two arguments.
Someexamplesare:

That dog
Armuments 1

15 eating bones.

Predicate

Verb Argument 2
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Those people  are building  a house
Arouments 1 Predicate
Verb  Aroument 2
Hermanager appreciated  her work,
Armiments 1 Predicate
Verh Argument 2

(3) Three-place predicates. Theseare predi-
caeswiththreearguments. Someexamples
ae

blary m@ve Susan a birthday present
Armumert 1 Predicats
Verh  Argument 2 Aroument 3
Hic father tbought  bim a new  motorcycle.
Argument 1 Predicate
Verk  Arpanent 2 Arpamnent 3
My collergues send me Chnstmas cards.
Aranment 1 Predicate
Werb  Argument 2 Aroament 3

(4) Ambient predicates. Cook (1989: 73-
75) identifiesafourth type of predicates
which are called ambient predicates.
Ambient predicatesare predi cateswithout
nouns, without arguments. There are
ambient predicatesthat show states like:

It 15 snowy
Predicate

It 1z rany.
Fredicate

It 1z foggy.
Fredicate

and ambient predicates showing pro-
cesses, like:

It 1z ranng
Fredicate

It iz snowing
Predicate

It 15 dnzeling
Fredicate

The conceptua meaning of asentenceis
al so studied through sense relations. Sense
relations are rel ations between sentences or
propositions. Thekindsof senserelationsare:
(1) Synonymor paraphrase

For example: The house is large is
the sameas The house is big.

(2) Entailment
For example: Mr. Smith lost his wife
last Saturday entails Mr. Smith does not
have a wife anymore.

(3) Presupposition
For example: Bob has had a hair cut
presupposes Bob’ hair is long.

(4) Ambiguity
For example: The shooting of the
hunters was regretted has two mean-
ingsor two readings.

(5) Tautology
For example: My father is older than
me.

(6) Contradiction
For example:
stupid.

(7) Inconsistency
For example: | am an orphan isincon-
sistent with | have a father.

(8) Anomaly
For example: The orphan’s mother lives
in America or My friend eats a lot of
stones.

The clever student is

4. Utterance Meaning
An utteranceisasentencewhichisspo-
keninadgtuationa context, inacontext of lan-
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guageuse, ininteraction, or incommunication.
Thedementsof communication arethesetting
of timeand place, participants, topic channe,
languageform, norms, key, and genre. Incom-
munication, languageisused to carry out vari-
ous kinds of language functions such asto
greet, to condole, to praise, to give compli-
ments, to assert, to soothe, to lull, to givein-
formation, toinvite, todeclineaninvitation, to
encourage, to discourage, to persuade, to pro-
voke, toretaliate, to agree, to disagree, to ar-
gue, to debate, to request, to command, to
exclaim, to pray, to plea, to plead, to state, to
ridicule, to makefun of, to ask questions, to
threaten, to promise, to name, to declare, to
alude, to confirm, to advertise, to exaggerate
and many more others. Someexpertsdivide
these micro-functionsof |languageinto macro-
functionslikeemoativefunction, directivefunc-
tion, referential function, phatic function, po-
eticfunction, and metalinguistic function.

In communication, themeaning of anut-
teranceisnot only determined by the concep-
tual meaning of the sentence but also by
paralinguisticfeaturessuch asstress, pitch, in-
tonation, juncture, body movements, head
movements, hand gestures, eye-contact, and
the distance between theinterl ocutors.

Utterancescan beof severa kinds: state-
mentsor congtativesor indicatives, questions,
commands, requests, and exclamations. But
there are utterances which constitute speech
acts. There are two kinds of utterances that
constitute speech acts: declaratives or dec-
larations, and performatives. Indeclarations,
the actsare expressed by the verbs. The say-
ing is the same as the doing. Examples of
declarativesare;

[promise.......cccoevvvveiniennn.
I baptize ...,
lsentence.........cooevvveiiennnnn.

In performatives the acts are not really ex-

pressed by the verbs, but the utterance still

congtitutesan act. For example, an utterance

“Be careful when you speak” may beinter-

preted asan act of threat. An utterance” Sir,

it’s now one p.m.” may beinterpreted asan
act of requesting the teacher to stop teaching.

AccordingtoAustin (in Palmer, 1982),
therearethreelevelsof speech acts. They are:

(1) Locutionary act: anact of utteringasen-
tencewith meaning. For example: “Sir,
theexamination questionsaredifficult”

(2) Hlocutionary act: theunderlying force
of thelocutionary act. Referring to the
abovelocutionary act, the underlying
forceisto request the teacher to pro-
long theexaminationtime.

(3) Perlocutionary act: the consequent ef-
fect of thelocutionary act or the hearer.
Inthe above case, theteacher prolongs
theexaminationtime.

In communication, participantsor inter-
locutorsareguided and expected to obey what
Paul GricecallsCooperative Principle (Mey,
2001: 65-67). Cooperative Principleconsists
of conversational maximsor conversational
rules, or conversationd conventions. They are;
(1) Maximofqudity : betrue
(20 Maximof quantity : bebrief
(3) Maximof relevance : bereevant
(4) Maximof manner : beclear
Onceinawhile, however, thesemaximsmay
beflouted on purposefor aparticular purpose
such asto exaggerate, to be polite, to berude,
to beforthright, or to beasarcastic.

In conversations, very often the speaker
doesnot expressthe meaning explicitly. The
meaningisleftimplicit and the hearer hasto
unfold themeaning of thebasisof thelinguistic
input and knowledge of theworld. Thistype
of meaning is called a conversational
implicature. Someexamplesof conversationa
implicaturesare;
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(1) Teacher : “Could anyoneof you assist
metomorrow at nine
o'clock?’

Student : “Tomorrow isSunday.”

Inthisconversation, themeaningisleftimplicit.
Itisunfolded by knowledge of theworld that
Sunday isaholiday and nobody goesto the
campus. Themeaningisthat the studentscan-
not help the teacher on the next day.
(2)Ambrose: “How didyou gettothis
hote 7’
. "l parked my vehicleonthe
sxthfloor, over there”

Albert

Asmotorcyclesareusualy parked onthe
ground floor and that the higher floorsarefor
cars, Albert wanted to inform Ambrose that
he cameto the hotel by car.

Conversational implicaturesaredifferent
fromlogica implications. Alogica implication
isarelationship between propositions. Some
examplesof logicd implicationsare:

(1) “Ifyou submit all your assignments, |
will give you a high grade.” Thelogi-
ca implication of theabove propositions
Isthat if thestudent failsto submit &l his
assignments, hewill not obtain ahigh
grade.

(2) *“Ifyou start saving now, someday you
can own a house.” Thelogical implica-
tion of these propositionsisthat if here-
mainsto be extravagant, hewill not be
ableto buy ahouseinthefuture.

Both conversational implicatures and
logical implicationsare very frequently pro-
ducedinlanguageusein context.

5. Conclusion

Semanticsisavery broad field toteach
andlearn. Itis, therefore, of great importance
to pinpoint the basic material sthat students
must learn. With reference to word meaning,
the concegptua meaning, semantic components,
and semanticfieldsof wordsareessentia. In
termsof sentence meaning, the principle of
referent and principle of structure, kinds of
predicates, and senserelations areimportant
to understand the meaning of sentence. Asfor
utterance meaning, kindsof utterances, utter-
ancesasgpeech acts, cooperativeprincipleand
conversational implicaturesandlogical impli-
cationsare necessary to understand the mean-
ing of utterances. If semanticsteachersalways
giveatop-priority totheseareasof meaningin
their semanticsteaching, they may be happy
becausethey aredoing theright thing.
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